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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Gorongosa National Park received a new pack of Painted 

Wolves (Lycaon pictus) 
 
Monday, November 11th, 2019 
 
Mozambique, Africa – Gorongosa National Park is excited to announce the completion of another historic 
translocation of Painted Wolves from South Africa to Mozambique. The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), a champion 
of wildlife conservation in Africa, and the aviation company The Bateleurs undertook a translocation mission last 
week that saw 15 Painted Wolves transported from the Kalahari, South Africa to Gorongosa, in Mozambique.  
 
With only around 6,600 Painted Wolves left in Africa, this iconic species is one of the Continent’s most at-risk 
carnivores and is listed by the IUCN as ‘Endangered’. Urgent action is needed to save them. A key 
conservation strategy is to reintroduce Painted Wolves to viable ecosystems where they once ranged. The 
Painted Wolves (Lycaon pictus) is a canid native to sub-Saharan Africa. It is the largest indigenous canid in 
Africa, and the only extant member of the genus Lycaon.  The Painted Wolf possesses the most specialized 
adaptations among the canids for coat colour, diet, and for pursuing its prey through its running ability. It 
possesses a graceful skeleton, and the loss of the first digit on its forefeet increases its stride and speed.   
 

 
One of the new Painted Wolves at arrival at Gorongosa National Park (Photo by Olivier Grunewald) 

 
Upon arrival, the sleeping males and females were transferred to a boma in Gorongosa where they will stay for three 
to five weeks before being released. This is to allow the pack to get habituated to the local area. During this time, 
Gorongosa’s Carnivore Conservation Team will monitor the health and status of the pack in the boma before release. 
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The new pack of Painted Wolves at their boma at Gorongosa National Park (Photo by Olivier Grunewald) 

 
On April 16, 2018, in a bold and innovative move to reverse the fate of Painted Wolves in southern Africa, the 
partnership between the EWT and Gorongosa National Park ensured the reintroduction of the Park’s first pack of 
Painted Wolves in decades. This was a landmark occasion, as Painted Wolves have not been reintroduced to any park, 
protected area, game reserve or other space in the history of Mozambique. That truly represented conservation in 
action – an ambitious venture to restore Wild Dogs to an incredible ecosystem, and the initial 14 Painted Wolves, 
adapted so fast that now they became 40, as three females gave birth to 26 pups. 
 
Gorongosa National Park has been described as one of the most diverse parks on Earth, covering a vast expanse of 
400,000 hectares. In recent years, the Gorongosa Project, with the support of Mozambique’s National Administration 
of Conservation Areas (ANAC), has ensured the protection of a recovering population of Lions in this system, successfully 
reduced key threats, and seen the Park recognised as one of National Geographic's ‘Last Wild Places.’  
 
About the Endangered Wildlife Trust 
The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), champion of conservation in Africa, has worked tirelessly for over 45 years to save 
wildlife and habitats, with our vision being a world in which both humans and wildlife prosper in harmony with nature. 
From the smallest frog, to the majestic rhino; from sweeping grasslands to arid dry lands; from our shorelines to winding 
rivers: the EWT is working with you, to protect our world.  
The EWT’s team of field-based specialists is spread across southern and East Africa, where committed conservation 
action is needed the most. Working with our partners, including businesses and governments, the EWT is at the 
forefront of conducting applied research, supporting community conservation and livelihoods, training and building 
capacity, addressing human wildlife conflict, monitoring threatened species and establishing safe spaces for wildlife 
range expansion. 
 
About the Gorongosa Project 
Gorongosa National Park (GNP) in Mozambique is perhaps Africa's greatest wildlife restoration story. In 2008 a 20-year 
Public-Private Partnership was established for the joint management of GNP between the Government of Mozambique 
and the Carr Foundation (Gorongosa Project), a US nonprofit organization. In 2016 the Government of Mozambique 
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approved the extension for another 25 years of joint management. By adopting a 21st Century conservation model of 
balancing the needs of wildlife and people, Gorongosa is protecting and saving this beautiful wilderness, returning it to 
its rightful place as one of Africa’s greatest national parks. 
 
If you would like more information about this topic or would like to schedule an interview with those involved in the 
project, please call Vasco Galante at +258 822970010 (WhatsApp) or email vasco@gorongosa.net. 
 
For more general information, visit http://www.gorongosa.org 
 
You may follow the daily activities of Gorongosa National Park here: https://www.facebook.com/gorongosa/. 
 

 
Some of the Painted Wolves reintroduced in 2018 in Gorongosa (Photo by Brett Kuxhausen - Gorongosa Media) 

 
 


